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UN Yearbook 1988 - For the reports, check A/C3/43/1 and A/C3/43/7.

The Working Group on the Drafting of an International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Their Families held its seventh inter-sessional meeting from 31 May to 10 June and its ninth session from 27 September to 7 October, both in New York. 

At those meetings, the Group adopted in second reading articles 51-55 of part IV, on other rights of migrant workers and members of their families in a regular situation; ar ticles 57-62 of part V, on provisions applicable to particular categories of migrant workers and their families; one unnumbered article under part VIII, dealing with general provisions; articles 63-69 bis of part VI, on the promotion of sound, equitable and humane conditions in connection with lawful international migration of workers and their families; and articles 70-72 of part VII, on the application of the convention.







UN Yearbook 1987 - For the reports, check A/C3/42/1 and A/C3/42/6.

The open-ended Working Group on the Drafting of an International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Their Families held its sixth inter-sessional meeting from June 1 to June 12, and its eight session from 22 September to 2 October, both in New York. 

At those meetings, the Group adopted in second reading articles 17-35 of part III, on the fundamental human rights of all migrant workers and members of their families, and articles 36 to 50 of part IV, on other rights of migrant workers and their family members in a regular situation.







UN Yearbook 1986 - For the report, check A/C3/41/3.

The open-ended Working Group on the Drafting of an International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Their Families held its seven session in New York from 24 September to 3 October. 

At those meetings, the Group adopted in second reading paragraph 2 of article 1 and articles 4 and 6 of part I, on the scope and definitions. It also adopted article 7 of part II on non-discrimnation with respect to rights, as well as articles 8 to 17 of part III on the human rights of all migrant workers and their family members







UN Yearbook 1985 - For the reports, check A/C3/40/1 and A/C3/40/6.

The open-ended Working Group on the Drafting of an International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Their Families held its fifth inter-sessional meeting from June 3 to June 14, and its sixt session from 23 September to 4 October, both in New York. 

At those meetings, the Group adopted in second reading the preamble of the draft convention and bagan consideration of part I, relating to the scope of and definitions in the convention, adopting a paragraph defining the term "migrant worker". At its September-October session, the Group continued consideration of part I, adopting, in second reading, three articles on the convention's applicability and on terms defining various categories of migrant workers.







UN Yearbook 1984 - For the reports, check A/C3/39/1 and A/C3/39/4.

The open-ended Working Group on the Drafting of an International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Their Families held its fourth inter-sessional meeting from May 29 to June 8, and its fifth session from 25 September to 5 October, both in New York. 

At the end of those meetings, the Group had concluded the first reading of the draft convention's provisions defining the erm "migrant worker" and the categories of workers included an excluded under that term, the articles relating to the rights of documented and undocumented migrant workers and of project-tied migrant workers, and the articles on declarations of exclusions upon signature or ratification. Provisional agreement on those articles concluded the first reading of parts 1 on scope and definitions, II and III on fundamental and other rights of migrant workers, and VII and VIII on general and final provisions. The first reading was also concluded of parts IV on provisions applicable to particular categories of migrant workers and VI on the convention's application.

Thus completed, the stage had been set for a second reading of the consolidated text, which included the preamble and other parts previously agreed upon provisionally.







UN Yearbook 1983 - For the reports, check A/C3/38/1 and A/C3/38/5.

The open-ended Working Group on the Drafting of an International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Their Families held its third inter-sessional meeting from May 31 to June 10, and its fourth session from 27 September to 6 October, both in New York. 

At its May/June meeting, the WG concluded consideration of part III of the draft convention, with the exception of article 55 (covering migrant workers employed by foreign enterprises or their subsidiares). That article was to be taken up together with parts IV and I, dealing, respectively, with particular categories of migrant workers and members of their families, and with the convention's scope and definitions. The Group also began consideration of proposals for part V, on promotion of sound, equitable and humane conditions for international migration of workers and their families. 

At its September/October session, the Group concluded consideration of part V and of part VII on general provisions. Annexed to the session's report was a working paper submitted by Finland, Greece, Italy, Norway, Portugal, Spain and Sweden on a system for supervising the convention's application.







UN Yearbook 1982 - For the reports, check A/C3/37/1 and A/C3/37/7 and Corr. 1, 2.

The open-ended Working Group on the Drafting of an International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Their Families met at the UN Headquarters from 10 to 21 May 1982 and from 18 October to 16 November, as authorized by the General Assembly in December 1981. 

During the May session, it concluded its first reading of part II of the draft convention, concerning the fundamental human rights of all migrant workers and members of their families, on the understanding that the text, which was provisionally agreed upon, would be examined further. Concluding its preliminary consideration of part I related to the convention's scope and definition, the Group agreed to postpone further consideration of articles 2 and 4 dealing, respectively, with the application of the convention to persons who were undocumented or in an irregular situation.

At its October/November session, the Group considered part II of the convention, on additional rights of migrant workers and members of their families in a regular or lawful situation. It completed the first reading of articles 35 to 45 and agreed to postpone consideration of the remaining proposals for part III and the remaining parts of the convention until 1983.







UN Yearbook 1981 - For the report, check A/C3/36/10.

As authorized by the General Assembly on the Drafting of an International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Their Families, open to all UN Members, held 15 meetings at Headquarters from 11 to 22 May 1981 and 16 meetings from 12 October to 20 November. A preliminary draft convention was presented in May by Algeria, Barbados, Egypt, Mexico, Pakistan, Turkey and Yugoslavia, and proposals for a framework for the convention were submitted by Finland, Greece, Italy, Norway, Portugal, Spain and Sweden.

By the end of its October/November meetings, held during the 1981 Assembly session, the WG had provisionally agreed on a 21-paragraph preamble and on 17 articles, on the understanding that this text would be examined further in order to simplify it and adopt a single text in cases where alternative wording remained for some provisions. The Group agreed that part I of the convention would contain, in articles 1 to 6, provisions on the scope of the convention and definitions, while part II would deal with general principles concerning fundamental human rights applicable to all migrant workers and their families. The Group completed the first reading of articles 7 to 23 of part II and postponed the remaining work to its next session.

The Group was unable to adopt a report at its May session owing to lack of time. The Chairman, Antonio González de León (Mexico), by a letter of 25 may, transmitted to the Secretary-General a draft report he had prepared on that session, together with working papers submitted by participants. Communications proposing amendments to the draft report - sent by Denmark (on behalf of the Nordic States), Italy, the Netherlands, Spain and the United States - were circulated by the Secretary-General in a note of 22 September. The report of the Working Group, annexing the provisionally agreed texts, was submitted to the Assembly's Third Committee in November. 







UN Yearbook 1980

The Chairman of the WG reported to the General Assembly on 25 November on the Group's activities during its 10 meetings held between 8 Otober and 19 November. Convened by the Third Committee and open to all Member States, the Group held a broad preliminary exchange of views on the basic rights of migrant workers and their families, seeking to identify the essential elements which should be included in the envisaged convention. The Chairman's report noted that delegations realized that they would not, at the current session, be able to begin the work of drawing up a draft convention.

The Group, at its last meeting, decided to annex to its report the documents before it: a survey by the SC of some international instruments in the field of human rights concerning distinctions in the enjoyment of certain rights as between nationals and non-citizens; a paper by ILO on the possible contents of a convention; working papers of Italy and the United States reflecting the main concerns which had emerged in the documents and debates up to the end of October, and the other containing an outline for the convention, which included a synthesis of the basic themes which, in the Chairman's opionion, had been identified in the documents and discussions.

The ILO which participated in the Group's deliberations, submitted to the Assembly on 2 September a note on its standards and activities relating to the protection of migrant workers.

On 15 December, the General Assembly adopted resolution 35/198, by which it decided that the Working Group should meet for two weeks immediately after the Economic and Social Council's April/May 1981 session, in order to continue its work. It invited the SG to communicate to Governments the Chairman's report and its annexed documents to enable the Group's members, in the light of instructions from their Governments, to undertake preparation, at the intersessional May meeting, of a preliminary draft convention for consideration by the Assembly at its regular 1981 session. It also invited the SG to communicate the report and documents, for information purposes, to the competent United Nations organs and interested international organisations, so that they could participate in the Group's work, and to communicate to those organs and organisations, and to Governments, the draft convention to be drawn up, in order to ensure effective preparation of the Assembly's 1981 work on elaborating a draft convention.

The resolution was adopted by a recorded 131 votes to 0, with 11 abstentions, following its approval by the Third Committee, on 28 November by a recorded vote, requested by the Netherlands, of 117 to 0 with 12 abstentions. It had 23 sponsors.

Speaking in explanation of vote, New Zealand and the US said they did not see the need for a new convention; if one was needed, it should be worked out within the framework of ILO - a view shared by the Netherlands. Moreover, the US regretted that the text did not refer to countries of origin, which had a major responsibility in this area, and it had difficulties with the Chairman's report, which it considered incomplete, inaccurate and biased. France deplored the fact that the resolution did not give the specialized agencies the position they deserved, and, since the relevant amendments had been rejected, had felt obliged to abstain. New Zealand also felt that comments should have been invited from States and specialized agencies. The UK had reservations about the financial implications as well as the absence of reference to the need for such comments. Portugal would have preferred a consensus; without the cooperation of host country and the country of origin, it said, no solution could be reached - a view shared by the Netherlands.

